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Initial Investment
R100

Sub-prime Crisis Covid CrashDot com 
Bubble BurstBlack Monday1973 Market Crash

The Gulf War Euro is launched

Treaty of Rome creates the European 
Economic Community (EEC)

Margaret Thatcher elected as Prime Minister

US Apollo 11 lands on the moon

The Cold War ends

European Union is created

Obama is re-elected

Space shuttle “Challenger” explodes after launch

The Suez Crisis

Yuri Gagarin is the first man in spaceKorean War ends

Namibia gains independence

Nixon closes gold window

Barack Obama becomes first 
mixed-race US president

Donald Trump is elected 
President of the US

Everest is conquered

Vietnam War starts

USSR “Lunik” reaches the moon

JFK is assassinated

Berlin Wall constructed
Vietnam War ends

Fall of the Berlin Wall

Israeli athletes killed in Munich

US Invasion of Iraq

Hong Kong protests

Apple invents the iPhone

Saddam Hussein is executed

9/11

Hurricane Katrina hits Louisiana

Osama bin Laden is killed

Donald Trump and Kim Jong-un meet
Joe Biden becomes the 46th 

president of the United States

5 million + people die from Covid-19

Alexei Navalny is poisoned and arrested in Moscow

Trump is acquitted of impeachment charges

The George Floyd protests continue under the 
banner of the “Black Lives Matter” movement

British vote to leave EU in Brexit

Boris Johnson becomes 
UK Prime Minister

Theresa May survives no-confidence vote

US leaves Iran Nuclear deal

US House impeaches Donald Trump

Coronavirus outbreak in Wuhan, China

Queen Elizabeth II passes away

World population reaches 8 billion

Russia invades Ukraine

Xi Jinping starts (record) third term in power

UK PM Liz Truss resigns after 6 weeks in office

Eurozone Crisis
Bitcoin value soars to over $15 000

Japanese Asset Price Bubble

Chilean Crisis

Iceland Crisis

Irish Banking Crisis

Chinese Stock Market Crash

Apple reaches a market cap of $1TRN

Black Monday II

China’s tech stocks post their worst month since the GFC

Chinese property giant Evergrande defaults on repayments

US inflation soars to 7%, the highest reading since 1982

Bitcoin plummets to under $4 000

Russian Crisis

Automotive Industry Crisis

South-east Asia Crisis

Mexico Crisis

India Crisis

Iraq Invasion

Israeli Bank Stock CrisisOPEC oil price increase

Energy Crisis

United States Credit Crisis

G20 leaders adopt global agreement for minimum 15% corporate tax

Trump’s trade war with China

Global Central Banks’ rate hike marathon

Sanctions against Russia create risks for EU

Global supply chain
pressures mount

WTI Crude Futures trade at a low of around - US$37 per barrel

China Crisis
Record gold-buying by Central Banks 

SA Cash
R 30 133,29 

SA Inflation
R 16 258,48  

ANC is unbanned, Nelson Mandela 
released after 27 years in prison

ANC leader Nelson Mandela is 
sentenced to life imprisonment

South Africa is declared a Republic, leaves 
the Commonwealth and changes currency 
from Sterling to Rand

Jacob Zuma’s criminal charges are reinstated

Jacob Zuma reshuffles cabinet

Ramaphosa announces a 21-day national lockdown

SA Q2 GDP contracts 
by record 51% q/q

JSE All Share Index loses more 
than 6% of its value in one day

Cyril Ramaphosa is elected new ANC President 
and interim President of South Africa

Confirmed number of COVID-19 
cases passes one million

Zondo Commission unearths more corruption; 
Zuma’s arrest erupts in civil unrest

SARB raises repo rate to 3.75%, the first rate hike in three years

Archbishop Desmond Tutu dies at age 90

First confirmed COVID-19 case 
announced on 5 March 2020

PW Botha’s Rubicon speech

Arms deal

Soweto uprising

Bantu Education Act passed

Prime Minister, Hendrik Verwoerd is assassinated

SA interest rate rises sharply

Sharpeville massacre

Petrol reaches record high of R17.08

Eskom implements 
Stage 6 loadshedding

Springboks win 
RWC in JapanNelson Mandela dies, aged 95

Power utility Eskom rations 
electricity to prevent power cuts

Economic Freedom Fighters political party is formed

Jacob Zuma pays back money for Nkandla

South Africa hosts the FIFA World Cup

Government of National Unity formed, Commonwealth membership restored, 
remaining sanctions are lifted. South Africa takes seat in UN General Assembly

ANC wins general elections,
Thabo Mbeki takes over as president

Ruling ANC wins landslide election 
victory, gaining nearly 70% of votes

Truth and Reconciliation Commission, 
parliament adopts new constitution 

ANC wins first democratic elections. 
Nelson Mandela becomes president

#feesmustfall

Zondo commission begins

Steinhoff shares crash

City of Cape Town warns of “Day Zero”

KPMG withdraws its SARS report

State capture report released

Public Protector Thuli Madonsela’s term ends

NPA withdraws charges against Pravin Gordhan

Parliament elects Jacob Zuma as president

Xenophobic attacks start

Zuma resigns

Marikana massacre

Nkandla scandal

Public-sector workers strike

100,000 gold miners strike over pay, 
bringing the industry to a standstill

Deputy President, Jacob Zuma, is fired

South Africa hosts and wins the Rugby World Cup

FW de Klerk repeals remaining Apartheid 
laws, international sanctions are lifted

South Africa’s first 
unit trust is launched

ANC loses metropoles in Municipal Elections

SA lifts Covid National State of Disaster

Resignation of Eskom CEO, Andre de Ruyter

Rolling blackouts intensify, with serious growth impact

Cyril Ramaphosa secures 2nd term as ANC president

S&P 500 (in ZAR)
R 5 783 153,31 

US government approves multi-trillion dollar pandemic relief programme

Multi-decade-high inflation in the US and Eurozone

FTSE/JSE All Share Index
 R 2 668 747,42 

SA grey-listed by Financial Action Task Force

Ramokgopa named first SA Minister of Electricity

S&P downgrades SA’s outlook from positive to stable

Xi Jinping re-elected for a third term as China’s President 

Silicon Valley Bank fails

UBS buys Credit Suisse

Trump becomes first former US president to be indicted

India overtakes China as world’s most populous country

First Republic Bank fails - second largest in US history

WHO ends its declaration of COVID-19  
as global health emergency
Coronation of Charles III and Camilla in the UK

US President Biden signs debt ceiling bill, averting default

UNCTAD shares first-ever official data on illicit financial flows 

China’s economy falls into deflation

Oceans reach new record temperature of 20.96 °C

BRICS bloc adds Saudi Arabia, Iran, Ethiopia, Egypt, Argentina, UAE

Report on Russian Lady R ship made public

SA wins the Rugby World Cup in France

ECB raises rates to an all-time high of 4%

Armed conflict starts between Israel and Hamas

Biden signs bill to avert US government shutdown

COP28 agrees to transition away from fossil fuels 

Fed shifts tone on interest rates, signaling cuts in 2024


