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Meet M&G
Consider this

1. Tell us something about your job that most people don’t know.  

As you may already know, being a portfolio manager is extremely exciting. Not only do you have the immense 
responsibility of being a custodian of people’s savings, but you also work in an intellectually stimulating environment 
alongside truly amazing people. As a resources portfolio manager and analyst, I have the opportunity to do site visits 
at mines in remote and interesting jurisdictions. 

2. Tell us about your very first job.

Initially, I studied and qualified as an Occupational Therapist and thereafter practiced at Wexham Park Hospital in 
Slough, England. It had quite some responsibility attached to it in that I assessed and assisted the elderly to transition 
out of hospital and settle back into their homes. I am thankful for my OT degree - it taught me to be analytical, 
methodical in my approach and to harness my problem-solving skills. Although my first job as an OT did not turn out to 
be what I wanted to do, I took full advantage of the opportunities it presented: paying off my student loans, travelling 
around Europe and saving a bit as well. 

3. What motivated you to pursue a career in financial services? 

It didn’t take me too long to realise that Occupational Therapy was not for me. In my journey of discovery, I tried out a 
few other things and sought advice from my mentors before making a determined change into financial services. I  
had a passion for working with numbers and my school subject choices (accounting, mathematics, etc.) aligned with 
this shift. 

I joined the industry in February 2008 and it was a very exciting time! I started anew on a journey of acquiring skills in 
finance, both through formal studies and work experience. I spent the next few years deliberately adding to my skillset 
and pursuing opportunities to advance my career in financial services. 

4. What is your go-to career advice for young people at the start of their careers in financial services? 

Anything is possible with hard work and determination. Accept that, even if you make a mistake or take a “wrong” 
turn, nothing is wasted. You need to remain committed to being the best you can be. 

5. What do you consider to be the biggest challenges facing this industry?   

The low-growth environment and high unemployment in South Africa are headwinds for the investments industry. 

6. What are some of the key lessons you have learnt in and about the industry?

I think I have learnt that, in this industry, time matters. It takes a long time to acquire the skills and gain the credibility 
required to earn the trust of clients and fellow colleagues. 

October 2024

Unathi Loos
Portfolio Manager



2Meet M&G Investments People

Disclaimer. 

This document is for information purposes only and is not an offer to or solicitation for investors to invest in any of the capabilities or products offered by MandG 
Investment Managers (Pty) Ltd [M&G Investment Managers] (Registration no. 2013/051515/07) and MandG Investments (Namibia) (Pty) Ltd (Registration no. 
1996/85) [M&G Namibia] or any of their associates, being MandG Investments Unit Trusts South Africa (RF) Ltd (Registration no 1999/005242/06) and MandG 
Investments Unit Trusts (Namibia) Ltd Registration no. 2007/609. M&G Investment Managers is an authorised discretionary financial services provider by the 
Financial Sector Conduct Authority of South Africa [FSP45199] in terms of the Financial Advisory and Intermediary Services Act, and has it’s registered offices at 
5th Floor Protea Place, 30 Dreyer Street, Claremont, 7708. M&G Namibia is an approved person in terms of section 4 of Stock Exchanges Control Act and has it’s 
registered offices at 6 Feld Street, Windhoek, Namibia. Information given in this document has been obtained from, or based upon sources believed to be from 
an accurate and timely source but M&G Investment Managers and M&G Namibia make no representations or warranty, express or implied, with respect to the 
correctness, accuracy or completeness of the information and opinions. This information is not intended to constitute a basis for any specific investment decision. 
Investors are advised to familiarise themselves with the unique risks pertaining to their investment choices. Investors should seek the advice of a properly qualified 
financial consultant/adviser before investing. The value of an investment will fluctuate and past performance is not necessarily an indication of future returns.

7. What would you consider your greatest achievement thus far?

I am very grateful to have worked with amazing individuals over the past 16 years, both in banking and in asset 
management. Having the opportunity to study while working, raise a family while working and grow from a junior 
analyst to a portfolio manager has required a lot of hard work and resilience on my part. Most importantly, it has 
required the support and trust of clients and colleagues, for which I am tremendously grateful. Being here now is a 
continuation of that journey for me.

8. What was your first investment – and do you still have it?  

The first stock I bought was Reinet and yes, I still have it!

9. What is one of the best books on business/finance/motivation that you’ve ever read — and why would 
you recommend it to others? 

There are a lot of good books that I have read, so it is hard to pick just one. If I really had to choose, then Daniel 
Kahneman’s ‘Thinking, Fast and Slow’ stands out for me, because it wonderfully illustrates the behavioural and 
thought biases that investors are prone to.

10. What would you like to be known for?

I would like to be known as a diligent, able and passionate investor, as well as being kind, fair and as someone who 
puts the needs of others before her own.


